Minutes
DCTA MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Wednesday, September 17, 2025
Westport Town Hall, 5387 Mary Lake Rd, Waunakee, WI

Present: Larry Beck, Albion; Kelly Altschul, Springdale; Martha Gibson, Primrose; Cynthia Richson,
Middleton; Greg Hyer, Tom Rhude, Jim Schmidt, Cross Plains; Mary Manering, Westport; David
Lonsdorf, Tom Mathies, Mike Duerst, Verona; Ted Olson, Dunkirk; Dean Helwig, York; Todd
Weinburger, Medina; Jerry Marx, Amanda Nickel, Garry Endres, Kathy Clark, Vienna; Kent Knutson,
Rutland; Steve Anders, Troy Eickhoff, Cottage Grove; Steve Greb, Dunn; Arland Kay, Oregon;

Present via Zoom: Lyle Updike, Sun Prairie; Cindy Brady, Christiana; Jim Kock, Joe Henry, Cate Heath,
Vienna; Laurie Fitzgerald, Oregon; Roz Gausman, Kesley Shepperd, Dunn; Jim Dorn, Rutland; Mary Ann
Bellazzini, Blue Mounds; Senator Ratcliff.

Also Present: Betty Manson, WTA; Lacy Fox, Todd Violante, Majid Allen, Carrie Meier, Dane County
Staff (plus 2 other Dane County EMS staff); Patrick Miles, Dane County Board Chair, Don Postler and
Michelle Doolan, Dane County Board Supervisors; Patrick Anderson, Fitch-Rona EMS Chief.

Meeting called to order by President Mathies at 7:05 PM followed by Pledge of Allegiance and
introductions.

Approval of May 21, 2025 Annual Meeting minutes.
Motion: Helwig/Beck. Approve minutes with name spelling correction. Carried.

Consider the DCTA Executive Board's recommendation to maintain the current dues rate.
Motion: Richson/Duerst. Approve recommended dues rate. Carried.

Discussion with Dane County Planning and Development Staff: Zoning Code Review for Emerging
Intensive Land Uses (e.g., Data Centers.) Does the current code have appropriate zoning categories and
standards for new intensive land uses?

Patrick Miles, Dane County Board Chair talked about establishing a Dane County Task Force to research
issues related to data centers, provide public information, and bring stakeholders to the table. Miles is
working on a charge to the Task Force that will include feasibility (eg, proximitly of services, and value
judgements (eg, quality of life). Miles plans to have the Task Force established by the end of the year. He is
encouraging Dane County City and Villages to participate. A question and answer session followed. Majid
Allen, Dane County Senior Planner also participated in answering questions.

Q: What is the timeframe for the Task Force? We have some of the best soils in the county in Dane
County, aren’t data centers more appropriate in urban areas? Will electricity rates increase by 40 to 50%?
What are the water usage estimates? We need 24/7 sound studies. If we can influence the architectural
building design, there might be noise mitigation options. Diesel generators can cause significant air
pollution. Light pollution should be addressed.

Q: Would the cooling water is polluted? Could there be an ordinance about requiring renewable energy to
power the facility. Could the extra heat generated be used to heat a school or other buildings?



Q: Where would this project fall under our current zoning ordinance?

A: A preliminary review by the Zoning Administrator classified the use as office or planned unit
development. The use does not conveniently fit into an existing zoning category. The use is not consistent
with Comprehensive Plans.

Q: Is a moratorium an option?

A: Development moratoriums are no longer allowed in Wisconsin. A moratorium on Comprehensive Plan
amendments may be an option. While towns already have a good bit of discretion as to whether or not
they will consider a Comp. Plan Amendment, a moratorium could be an option until we have a better
understanding of this issue.

Q: Why doesn’t the County just say no, this proposal doesn’t fit with the Comprehensive Plan? You are
giving life to this by not saying no. If we want to putin a pond or a building and it doesn’t fit the plan, we
are just told no. Why is this being treated differently? Is the county being lobbied to accept this?

A: We don’t have a formal application, so there is nothing to say no to.

Vienna clerk, also noted that they have not received a formal application or map. There are a lot of details
that have not been answered. The possibility of annexation was discussed. Miles noted efforts to play
communities against each other. Miles offered Corporation Counsel to draft a Comp. Plan Moratorium if a
town is interested, please contact him. He also noted the balancing act regarding county authority. State
legislators have taken authority away for local governments in the past. He doesn’t want to inspire state
intervention.

Town Appointee Updates:

DaneCom — no update

Lakes and Watershed Commission — Steve Greb noted the Commission is working on revisions to Chapter
71, which pertains to the regulation of ice-bound inland waters. The proposed changes would remove
requirements for floatation devices on vehicles and add requirements for personal floatation. In additional
he noted recent Clean Lake Alliance presentations to the Commission on strengthening partnerships,
economic analysis of the lakes and the Renew the Blue initiative. The Commission 2026 budget
recommendations were also reviewed including increased beach health monitoring.

CARPC — Commissioner Cynthia Richson expressed concerns regarding alternative population estimates
CARPC has done with UW-Madison, MPO and city of Madison staff that are much higher than Department
of Administrations (DOA). She noted that sometimes numbers are influenced by the outcomes sought and
that the information can be reviewed on the CARPC website. She said by law, CARPC is supposed to use the
DOA population estimates. She also noted the use of an Ad Hoc Water Quality Committee and the
possibility of Urban Service Area amendments being on the consent agenda. She is concerned that board
oversight of this work will diminish because of the consent agenda status. She said leadership wants to
devote energy into development plans for the entire county and questioned if CARPC is exceeding its
mission by working outside the county.




Wisconsin Towns Association (WTA) — Betty Manson introduced herself. She is a town clerk, WTA District 1
representative and the Juneau County Board. WTA is just finishing district meetings. The convention is
October 12-14, she encourage attendance. WTA also offers clerk school and road school educational
opportunities. Betty has been testifying at the Capitol and advocating for towns on several issues including
changes to make clerk treasurer appointments easier for small towns and funding for grant writers.

Rural EMS/Ambulance Q&A with James Small, Rural EMS Outreach Program Manager, Wisconsin Office
of Rural Health.

Small discussed reduced volunteers, increasing costs, and funding challenges/opportunities. See
presentation, https://danecotowns.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/WTA-Municipal-Funding-of-EMS-.pdf

Motion: Mathias/ Beck. Adjourn 9:21 pm. Carried.



